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This activity was created by the Aquarium-Museum of the
University of Liege thanks to the financial support of the
Federation Wallonia-Brussels.
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The sustainable exploitation of resources represents
one of the greatest challenges we will have to face in
the upcoming years. The oceans are full of riches, but
if we are not careful, they could quickly disappear...

This activity aims to understand the divergent points of view around
fishing and the protection of the environment.
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Introduction

A marine protected area is an underwater area in which human activities
are restricted by regulations to protect the environment and its
occupants.

There are different levels of protection, ranging from total protection -
where collecting samples is prohibited - to basic regulation of nautical
activities and fishing to promote sustainable use of the environment.

If their location is wisely chosen, these protected marine areas present
different interests:

e ecological interest (protecting and restoring the natural environment);

e touristic and cultural interest;

e halieutic interest (fish are more numerous and larger near marine
protected areas).

The success of a marine protected area depends on its acceptance and
respect by the community. It is important to work in consultation with the
various users of the area.

We suggest that you set up a role-playing game allowing students to slip
into the shoes of the inhabitants of Belleplage, a coastal town whose main
resources are fishing and tourism and where the establishment of a
marine protected area is considered.
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Game rules

,;, Before starting the game, students must read the notice of public
inquiry and then choose a role-play card in order to put themselves in
the shoes of a Belleplage resident.Some cards are blank and allow you
to create arole.

sy After 15 minutes of preparation, the meeting begins and everyone can
give their opinion on their interest in creating a marine protected area,
its location and the future regulations that will control its use. They
must justify their opinion thanks to the arguments imagined during the
preparation time.

.;y If necessary, stimulus cards can bring new ideas into the debate. Some
provide arguments in favor or against the creation of a marine
protected area, while others have ideas on the rules to adopt. Blank
cards make it possible to imagine other arguments.

Note:the arguments presented are not always correct.

iy At the end of the meeting, the goal is to have found an agreement that
satisfies all the “inhabitants”. Students can fix the location of the

marine protected area on the map and create rules for the activities
that will take place there.




PUBLIC INQUIRY

Dear residents,

We hereby inform you that in relation to the project of creating a
marine protected area on the territory of the town of Belleplage, a
public enquiry has been opened. Fishing will not be authorized.

Nautical leisure activities will be authorized under certain conditions.

All interested persons will be able to give their opinion during the
meeting which will be held next Friday at 8 p.m. in the main hall of

the Town Hall.

Meeting goals:

e define the location of the future marine protected area;

e setting up the rules applied to human activities in this marine
area and its surroundings (fishing, sailing, construction, etc.) ;

e decide whether additional protective measures should be
applied;

e allow residents to make comments and suggestions about the

project.

Yours sincerely,

Allan Lamart

98, MAINSTREET, 70110 BELLEPLAGE| MAYOR@BELLEPLAGE.BE | WWW.BELLEPLAGE.GOV




Seagrass meadow



Draw your character here

She thinks it's beneficial for the city
because the city will receive subsidies
to create the marine protected area
and it will attract tourists. But she
recognizes that it may cause
difficulties for some, and she does not
want to upset her constituents.

Draw your character here

He thinks it's a good idea because he
hopes it will attract more tourists,
which will be financially beneficial to
the city and create new jobs.

Draw your character here

He's afraid that he will no longer be
able to rent his boats to tourists or
take them on jet skis if certain water
activities are prohibited.

Draw your character here

She thinks that the marine protected
area will bring more customers to her
diving center in order to discover the
underwater world under nice
conditions and see lots of fish. She
thinks that we should allow divers
access to the marine protected area,
because they do not harm the
environment.




Draw your character here

He regularly sees damages
underwater after the passing of
bottom trawls; he therefore hopes
that the creation of the marine
protected area will prohibit
destructive fishing methods in the
area.

Draw your character here

Her factory mainly produces canned
fish, and she gets her supplies at the
fish auction. She fears that she will run
out of provisions and must close the
factory if fishing is banned around the
city.

Draw your character here

His clients are mainly workers from
the canning factory, and he fears
losing many customers if the factory
activity decreases following the ban
on fishing in the marine protected
area.

Draw your character here

Many residents depend directly or
indirectly on fishing, and she fears
they will lose their jobs if fishing is
banned.




Draw your character here

She thinks that rather than wasting
money on a marine protected area,
the city should spend the money
more efficiently by expanding and
modernizing the port.

Draw your character here

He owns a small fishing boat, and he is
afraid of losing his job if fishing is
banned around Belleplage. His
parents and grandparents were
fishermen, and he does not
understand why fishing is a problem
now, although it has always been
practiced in the region.

Draw your character here

He owns a small fishing boat, but he
can no longer make a living from
fishing because there are less and less
fish. According to him, the problem is
the large fishing boats that compete
with him. In addition, these large
boats catch a lot of bycatch, which
means, they catch unwanted species
that are thrown overboard.

Draw your character here

In recent years, she has modified the
menu in order to offer her customers
products from sustainable fishing. She
buys products from traditional
fishermen and avoids certain species.
For example, she refuses to serve
prawns because these are fished with
bottom trawls.




Draw your character here

She was the one who launched the
petition to request the creation of a
marine protected area. She thinks it is
our duty to protect biodiversity so that
future generations benefit from it.

Draw your character here

She thinks it is pointless and unfair
because if she is banned from fishing,
other boats still will come and fish
illegally. She thinks that the city is
doing nothing to support her activity
although she is creating jobs.

Draw your character here

He has been fishing with a rod from
either the harbor jetty or his boat
since he was a child. He finds less and
less fish in the area. He hopes he can
continue fishing in the marine
protected area, as he believes he only
catches a few fish and his activity does
not harm the environment.

Draw your character here

He hopes that the protection
measures of the marine protected
area will not restrict him from
spreading fertilizer and insecticides on
his fields.




Draw your character here

She hopes that the creation of a
marine protected area will attract
many tourists because it would
increase her profits.

Draw your character here

Her job is to observe fish stocks in the
region, in particular in an underwater
seagrass bed close to the coast where
many fish come to breed. She believes
that the creation of the marine
protected area will increase the
number of fish in the whole region,
because the fish might be able to
reproduce.

Draw your character here

He is often called by the city as a
specialist when animals are found
stranded dead or alive on the beaches.
Often these animals show signs of
having been caught in fishing nets.

Draw your character here

Every weekend, she devotes a day to
clean the beaches. Armed with
garbage bags, she collects the waste
that the sea reveals with each tide, in
particular pieces of fishing nets, lost or
discarded by the boats. She is very
upset because she knows that these
are deadly traps for many marine
animals.




Draw your character here Draw your character here

Vegetarian for several years, he
worries about overfishing and the
conditions under which fish are
caught and Kkilled. He wonders if
sustainable fishing respecting animal
welfare is possible.

Draw your character here Draw your character here




Draw your character here

Draw your character here

Draw your character here Draw your character here
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